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In  1969,  the  State  of  Illinois  acquired  1,250 
acres  five  miles  west  of  the  Village  of  Yorkville 
off  Route  47.  Subsequent  land  acquisition 
brought  the  total  park  acreage  to  1,314.  The 
property  had  been  used  as  an  experimental 
farm  by  the  Chicago  Tribune  until  1953.  From 
that  time  until  1969,  it  was  used  extensively  as 
a  cattle  feeder  operation.  Most  of  the  land  pre¬ 
viously  used  in  the  farming  operations  is  now 
being  developed  into  hunting  areas. 


NATURAL  FEATURES 

Silver  Springs  Fish  and  Wildlife  Area  was  named 
after  a  small  pool  of  clear  bubbling  water.  Bor¬ 
dered  by  beds  of  watercress,  the  pool  never 
freezes,  even  during  extremely  cold  periods. 

The  Fox  River  runs  through  this  very  pictures¬ 
que  area.  Several  small  man-made  lakes  are 
found  in  the  main  day  use  area.  Three  months 
after  the  original  land  acquisition,  the  park  was 
opened  for  limited  use,  mostly  fishing  and  pic¬ 
nicking.  In  the  midst  of  extensive  development, 
a  devastating  tornado  struck  the  park  in  June, 
1974.  The  park  was  closed  for  extensive  clean¬ 
up  and  repairs  for  six  months. 

Native  wild  flowers  and  songbirds,  pheasants 
and  migratory  waterfowl  provide  added  enjoy¬ 
ment  for  the  park  visitors.  Deer  are  often  spot¬ 
ted  in  the  wildlife  viewing  area  east  of  Loon 
Lake. 


FACILITIES 

Picnicking:  Areas  at  the  park  entrance  and 
along  the  river  are  set  aside  for  picnicking.  Pic¬ 
nic  tables,  charcoal  grills,  water  hydrants  and 
toilets  are  conveniently  located.  Three  picnic 
shelters  are  available  in  the  main  day  use  area. 

Fishing:  Two  small  lakes,  the  largest  of  which  is 
16  acres,  offer  fishing  for  channel  catfish,  large 
and  smallmouth  bass,  bluegill  and  crappie. 
Boating  is  permitted  on  Loon  Lake.  Gasoline 
motors  are  prohibited. 

The  Fox  River  provides  bank  fishing  as  well  as 
boat  fishing.  There  is  no  motor  limit.  However, 
small  motors  are  recommended  due  to  the  shal¬ 
lowness  of  the  river.  Fox  River  offers  a  variety 
of  fish  including  largemouth  and  smallmouth 
bass,  bluegill,  sunfish,  crappie,  channel  cat¬ 
fish,  bullhead,  carp,  pike,  sauger  and  sucker. 

Trails:  A  scenic  three  and  one-half  mile  long 
nature  trail  winds  along  the  river  and  through 
wooded  areas  overlooking  the  lakes.  A  seven 
mile  equestrian  trail  winds  thru  the  wildlife 
management  area  and  may  be  used  at  times 
when  hunting  is  not  taking  place. 


Wildlife  Viewing  Area;  The  wildlife  viewing 
area  at  the  east  end  of  the  park  provides  an  ex¬ 
cellent  area  for  bird  watchers  and  nature  clubs 
to  observe  native  flora  and  fauna.  A  small  pond 
in  this  area  attracts  deer,  ducks,  herons  and  a 
variety  of  other  animal  life. 

Winter  Sports:  Cross  country  skiing,  snowshoe- 
ing,  sledding,  and  ice  skating  are  enjoyed  when 
conditions  permit.  Ice  fishing  is  permitted  on 
all  of  the  park  lakes.  A  three  and  one-half  mile 
snowmobile  trail  begins  at  the  picnic  shelter 
near  the  main  entrance  and  is  open  when  snow 
cover  is  adequate.  A  map  of  the  cross  country 
ski  trail  is  available  at  the  park  office. 

Camping:  An  area  capable  of  accommodating 
100  is  provided  for  youth  groups.  Any  organi¬ 
zation  wishing  to  use  the  campground  must  ob¬ 
tain  advance  permission.  No  vehicle  of  any  kind 
is  permitted  in  the  campground. 

Hunting:  Hunting  for  dove,  pheasant,  rabbit, 
squirrel,  quail,  crow,  and  deer  (bow  only)  is 
permitted.  Hunters  must  check  in  at  the  office 
before  going  out  to  any  of  the  hunting  areas. 
A  dog  training  area  is  provided.  A  trap  range  is 
available  for  use  south  of  the  park  office. 

Concessions:  A  canoe  rental  and  refreshment 
stand  is  located  near  the  Fox  River  Bridge.  It  is 
usually  open  on  weekends  and  holidays  from 
May  thru  September. 

Other:  A  30  acre  Prairie  Restoration  Project 
was  begun  north  of  the  Fox  River  in  1980. 
When  fully  developed,  it  will  be  similar  to 


Prairie  areas  which  were  once  dominant  in 
this  part  of  Illinois. 


FOR  YOUR  INFORMATION 

Groups  of  25  or  more  persons  will  not  be  ad¬ 
mitted  to  any  state  site  unless  permission  from 
the  site  superintendent  has  been  obtained  to 
use  the  facilities.  In  addition,  groups  of  minors 
must  have  adequate  supervision  and  at  least  one 
responsible  adult  must  accompany  each  group 
of  15  minors.  All  pets  must  be  on  a  leash. 
Swimming  and  wading  is  not  permitted  in  any 
pond  or  in  the  Fox  River  within  the  park 
boundaries. 

Numerous  state  sites  are  within  easy  access  of 
every  part  of  Illinois.  Lodges,  cabins  and  dining 
rooms  are  important  features  of  Illinois  Beach, 
Starved  Rock,  Pere  Marquette  and  Giant  City, 
White  Pines  Forest  has  cabins  and  dining  rooms 
only.  Reservations  for  lodging  should  be  made 
with  lodge  managers. 

Most  state  sites  are  open  the  year  round,  ex¬ 
cept  on  Christmas  Day  and  New  Year's  Day. 
When  weather  conditions  necessitate  the  clos¬ 
ing  of  roads  during  freezing  and  thawing 
periods,  access  to  facilities  is  by  foot  only. 

For  more  details  about  this  park,  contact  Site 
Superintendent,  R.R.  1,  Box  318,  Yorkville, 
60560,  phone  312/553-6297.  For  more  in¬ 
formation  on  other  Illinois  sites,  write  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Conservation,  Lands  &  Historic  Sites, 
524  S.  Second  St.,  Springfield,  62706. 
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